Cabvision Channel Content Overview

This document refers to video-based programme content. For information on interactive or text-based channels, such as news, please contact Cabvision.

Each channel on Cabvision consists of a total of 40 minute programme content, edited into strict 150 second slots, which are played individually on the system, often separated by ad breaks or Cabvision stings. Therefore for a complete channel set, 16 x 150 seconds clips are required. Once encoded for the system, program segments exist as individual program-stream MPEG2 files.

For guidelines on program content regulation and classification, please contact Cabvision.

Unedited Material

Cabvision can arrange for material to be edited into the individual program segments (as detailed below). Please contact them for more information. As a guide, the raw material and stand-alone stings would be required, supplied as detailed below.

Individual Program Segments

Due to the average cab journey being much less than 40 minutes, the schedule for each channel is rotated on a regular basis (e.g. weekly) to avoid starting the journey with the same program clips, so it’s very important that the content segments make sense when not played in their original order. However, in order to preserve some flexibility when editing the segments, the scheduler will allow segments to be paired (i.e. 2 x 150 second clips that must always be played consecutively). In such cases, consecutive clips should always be clearly labelled on the master tape case to avoid confusion.

Please separate each program segment with a definite visible break on the tape, and provide time-code listings on the tape case.

Stings

Each commercial break is topped & tailed by a custom Cabvision sting, lasting approx 4 seconds (this will usually say something like ‘You are watching Cabvision Travel’ or such like).

Generally, any specific stings associated with the content, such as idents for the channel provider, should be edited into the individual segment and should be included within the 150 seconds. For consistency with existing channels, it is recommended that all segments start with a short sting if required, and it is important to remember that the first clip on the master tape will not always be the first clip in the schedule, so using a longer sting to introduce the first segment is not recommended.

Media Formats

· Please note that the screen format for Cabvision is 4:3. Wide-screen content can be played back letterboxed if necessary.
· The preferred format for supply of material is BETA SP PAL, with 2 channels of audio only.

· DV-Cam or mini-DV is also acceptable, although not preferred,

· VHS is not acceptable, for quality control reasons.

· Other hi-end formats, such as Digi-Beta, will incur an additional transfer-fee, as will material not supplied in PAL format.

· Uncompressed AVI or MOV format can be accepted (bearing in mind the screen resolutions when encoding), but would be subject to quality control measures.

Still Images/Digital Posters

Cabvision screens run at 800 x 600 pixels, 72 dpi. Artwork intended for transfer directly to the Cabvision system can be provided at this resolution as non-compressed jpeg. TIFF or Photoshop documents (up to CS2) are also acceptable.

If Liquid need to perform any graphical work on images provided, then we request a higher resolution, often dependant on the job in question – however 1280 x 1024 pixels 300 dpi is a good guide as a minimum specification. Photoshop or illustrator files can be accepted.

Audio Only

Mp3, wav or audio CD’s can be accepted for audio only content, such as voice-overs to accompany still images.

Any Doubts?

Please contact Lloyd.Harrison@liquiddigital.tv or simon.Edwards@liquiddigital.tv for any enquiries about content formats for the Cabvision system.

Please supply content to:

Lloyd Harrison

Liquid Digital
10 Laystall St
London
EC1R 4PA
UK

tel: +44 20 7841 3060
